NPFC

North Pacific Fisheries Commission

NPFC-2022-SSC BFMEO03-1P04

Recommendations on Gorgonian taxa in the Alcyonacea in SWG2022-VMEO1

by
Mai Miyamoto

Environmental Management Unit, Environmental Consulting Department,
JAPAN NUS CO., LTD.

December 2022

This paper may be cited in the following manner:

Miyamoto, M. 2022. Recommendations on Gorgonian taxa in the Alcyonacea in SWG2022-
VMEO1. NPFC-2022-SSC BFMEO03-1P04.

2nd Floor Hakuyo Hall, TEL +81-3-5479-8717
Tokyo University of Marine Science and Technology, FAX +81-3-5479-8718
4-5-7 Konan, Minato-ku, Tokyo Email secretariat@npfc.int
108-8477, JAPAN Web  www.npfc.int



NPFC-2022-SSC BFMEO03-1P04

Recommendations on Gorgonian taxa in the Alcyonacea in SWG2022-
VMEO1

Mai Miyamoto

Environmental Management Unit, Environmental Consulting Department,
JAPAN NUS CO., LTD.

Taxonomic revisions were made several years ago, and both Gorgonians and soft corals
are now included in Alcyonacea in the current classification. However, they should be
treated separately because they have very different ecological characteristics and
functional roles. Miyamoto et al. (2017) shows part of the cold-water corals collected
from the Emperor Seamounts area (Table 2) and gorgonians taxa are sub-orders
Scleraxonia, Holaxonia and Calcaxonia. We proposed that gorgonians and soft corals
(Alcyonacea excluding gorgonians) should be treated separately in reference to that paper
(Miyamoto et al. 2017).
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