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NPFC2019-SC04 recommended to conduct further research to define the range of the two 

VME sites identified in NPFC-2019-SSC VME04-WP02 with the potential to close them to 

fishing. In this document, we report the distribution ranges of two VME sites based on the 

results of past seafloor observation surveys.  

One of the potential VME site locates in the northwestern part of Koko Seamount. 

Gorgonian colonies, commonly Paragorgia, were densely aggregated in this site (Fig. 1). The 

distribution range of this potential VME site is shown in Figure 2 and by coordinates of corners 

(Table 1). The other potential VME site is detected in the northern ridge of Colahan Seamount 

where Scleractinian corals, mainly Solenosmilia variabilis, are widely aggregated (Fig. 3). The 

distribution range of this potential VME site is shown in Figure 4 and by coordinates of corners 

(Table 1). For each site, it is necessary to protect those distributional range of potential VME 

sites by including all these corners. 

We recommend that the coordinates of the potential VME sites provided in this paper, along 

with information in NPFC-2019-SSC VME04-WP02, be a basis for the consideration by the 

Commission of conservation and management measures to protect VME communities.  
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Fig. 1. Result of the application of FAO VME criteria to Paragorgia habitat on the northwestern 

part of Koko Seamount. 
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Fig. 2. Distribution range of potential VME, Paragorgia aggregation observed by sea-floor 

images in the northwestern part of Koko Seamount. 
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Fig. 3. Result of the application of FAO VME criteria to Solenosmilia variavilis habitat on the 

northern ridge of Colahan Seamount. 
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Fig. 4. Distribution range of potential VME, Scleractinia aggregation observed by sea-floor 

images in the northern ridge of Colahan Seamount. 

 

 

Table 1. Distribution range of two potential VME areas in the northwestern part of Koko 

Seamount and northern ridge of Colahan Seamount. 

 

 

 

 

 


